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Lichfield Foodbank - vital local charity
goes from strength to strength

Lichfield Foodbank
continues to

provide food to
those in need,
providing food for
an average of 90
people per week
(half being children)
in the year ending
March 2021 –
making nearly 4750
individuals in total.
With the end of the furlough scheme and

the future of the Universal Credit uplift in
doubt, the foodbank is predicting an upsurge
in use as winter approaches. It has recently
expanded its reach, with a new distribution
point in Curborough Community Centre, in
addition to the existing points at Life Church
and Wade Street Church. The use of
Curborough Community Centre allows local
residents using the foodbank to access other
information, signposting, and support and
advice services available through the Centre.
The foodbank is run entirely by volunteers,

and is currently seeking a Volunteer
Coordinator. Details of the foodbank and how
to volunteer for other roles can be found at
www.lichfield.foodbank.org.uk.
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Cherry Tree on Tamworth Road

St John’s Ward residents and the Canal
Trust became concerned recently that

a cherry tree was leaning over at such an
angle (see photograph) that it had
become a safety issue.

As a result it was decided that
unfortunately the tree would have to be
felled. We can now report that the cherry
tree will be replaced by a new tree in the
appropriate planting season.
Lichfield Lib Dems are actively involved

on a wide range of community issues. If
you become aware of a local issue which
needs addressing, please let us know and
we will do whatever we can to help.

Cllrs Paul Ray and Miles Trent at the
Birmingham Road site

Lichfield Liberal Democrats press for progress at Birmingham Road Site

In recent months your local Lib Dems have continued to put
pressure on Lichfield District Council to see progress at the

vacant Birmingham Road Site (BRS). The problem is, although
we all agree that BRS is an eyesore, there is less agreement on
what to do with it, and with empty retail outlets like the former
Debenhams.
One of our suggestions is to encourage local growth by

turning the ground floor of Debenhams into an artisanal
market, and dividing the first floor into incubator spaces for
startup businesses.
As for BRS, we believe it would be the ideal place for a new

cinema for Lichfield, which would greatly improve the
entertainment on offer in the city. We also feel that
incorporating affordable housing as part of a mixed-use BRS development will help prevent
Lichfield city centre from becoming a sterile wasteland. Perhaps it’s hard to believe there is a
housing problem in Lichfield, with all the new housing going up round the city,
but the few rough sleepers are only the tip of the homeless iceberg here. Of
course, any new housing also needs infrastructure, including opportunities for
leisure, which could also boost tourism.
What do you think? Let us know what you want to see at the BRS, email us

(address overleaf), visit http://ltblibdems.org.uk/Debenhams-site, or use the QR
code here).



Working for you all the year round
Your Lib Dem Focus Team - We’re Here to Help
GET IN TOUCH!

The local Lib Dem team work all year round for
local people. If you would like their help or to
comment on a local or national problem
please do contact them by email, phone, or
post.
The Liberal Democrats, locally and nationally, may use information you provide,
including your political views, to further our objectives, share it with our elected
representatives and/or contact you in future using any of the means provided. Some
contacts may be automated. You may opt out of some or all contacts or exercise your
other legal rights by contacting us. Further details are in our Privacy Policy at
ltblibdems.org.uk/en/privacy.

Want to be part of the Lib Dem Focus Team?
For example, by delivering Focus leaflets in your own local area for up to
an hour for each Focus issue? Please phone or email to let us know how
you could help.

stjohns@lichfieldlibdems.org.uk

Cllr JohnSmith, 48StaffordRoad,WS137BZ -01543257865
CllrPaulRay, 25ChristchurchLane,WS138BA–07771856931
Linda Dickins, 30 Hardy PlaceWS14 9FX – 01543415421
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Time for change: Why the Tory Government is unfit for purpose

It is clear that the current Conservative government is
unfit for purpose. Almost every day brings news of yet

another minister breaching the code – then refusing to
resign. Billions of pounds go to cronies for non-existent or
useless goods and projects, often seemingly breaking the
law. Many legal cases against the government are now
coming to court.
Johnson’s “oven-ready” Brexit deal is a disaster. We are

only just beginning to see the effects of his incompetent
bungling. Project Fear has become Project Reality. His

“levelling up” policy is
still just words. Surrounded by yes-men and -women,
chosen for their old school ties and willingness to agree
with his off-the-cuff whims, rather than their competence,
he is isolated from common sense. The ever-lengthening
list of broken manifesto pledges demonstrates his disdain
for the truth, and for the average voter.
The Liberal Democrats offer a real alternative for the

nation’s future, based on the needs of ordinary people,
with an emphasis on fairness and on a kinder, greener,
society. Recent elections show that the Blue Wall can be
broken. It’s time for change.

Continuing frustration at London Road and Tamworth Road junction

The eastern end of Shortbutts Lane was closed in January
while the junction with London and Tamworth Roads was

remodelled to incorporate the end of Lichfield’s southern
bypass. The temporary traffic lights serving the remaining
three legs of the junction have a long cycle time, which has
led to a considerable increase in congestion – a junction to
avoid if at all possible!
The closure has meant that residents of the Shortbutts Lane

area have had to use the junction with Birmingham Road for
all their journeys to and from home, causing them
considerable inconvenience. Completion of the works was
promised in “summer 2021”, but we understand that the aim is now to reopen the junction
fully by mid-September. In the meantime the junction was closed completely between 7pm
and 6am from August 30th to September 11th so that work could progress faster.
Lichfield Lib Dems say that the reopening of this important junction cannot come soon

enough.


